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BULLETIN OF THE PENNSYLVANIA MUSEUM 19 

A COLONIAL ROOM MEMORIAL TO MISS ANNA PHILLIPS 

STEVENSON 

Mrs. Frederick Thurston Mason's old colonial memorial room, erected at 
the Pennsylvania Museum, Memorial Hall, in commemoration of her sister, 
Miss Anna P. Stevenson, is now approaching completion. Mrs. Mason has 
gathered together some of the furniture which came to her share in the division 
of her late sister's possessions, and has been picking up from time to time since 
her death good pieces of genuine age to complete the room. Thus she has 
furnished an old fashioned apartment, the quaint charm of which is most rest- 
fully attractive and the result is decidedly pleasing — if one may judge by the 
attention it attracts from the hundreds of daily visitors to the Museum. 

Mrs. Mason is still looking for certain adjuncts to a colonial room which 
doubtless will be found in the course of time, but to all intents and purposes 
she has completed her labor of love. 

Miss Stevenson was much attached to the old American furnishings, ball 
and claw furniture and all the accessories of a house in Colonial times, and 
the memorial is a most appropriate one. 

S. Y. S. 



CAST IRON STOVES OF THE PENNSYLVANIA GERMANS 

The art of casting decorated iron stoves and stove plates was brought to 
America by German settlers in the first quarter of the eighteenth century. 
The earliest example which has thus far been found in the Pennsylvania- 
German districts bears the date of 1726. 

As announced in the previous issue of the Bulletin, the Museum series 
of stove plates has recently been increased by eleven rare examples, all new to 
the collection, the gift of Mr. John T. Morris. At this most opportune 
moment, an exhaustive study of these castings,' by Mr. Henry C. Mercer, 
has appeared, under the title of "The Bible in Iron, or The Pictured Stoves 
and Stove Plates of the Pennsylvania-Germans," and since the majority of the 
identical examples presented by Mr. Morris are figured and described in this 
work, we cannot do better than quote at length from the author's descriptions 
of the more important of these designs. 

Saint George and the Dragon 

Front plate of a Jamb Stove. Size, W. 2\}4 x H. 23. 

Saint George on horseback, in a nondescript flowing costume, rides against 
the open-mouthed dragon, as he pierces him with a long lance held in his right 
hand. The date 1746 fills the sky to the left, and upon a hill on the back- 
ground to the right rise the trees of a forest, where upon a leafless branch, a 
bird is perched. 



